CHESS ARBITERS ASSOCIATION
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Sunday, August 3rd, 2009, at Torquay
Present: Lara Barnes, Alex McFarlane, Geoff Jones, Dave Welch, Richard W Jones, Chris Howell, Mike Adams, Dave Thomas, Peter Devenney, Chris Majer, Ewart Smith,
1. Apologies.
Apologies that had been received were from Peter Purland, Alex Webster, Kevin Staveley, Priscilla Morris, Neville Belinfante, Andy Howie, Barry Gale, Stewart Rueben, Gerry Walsh, David Sedgewick, John Thornton, Phil Thomas, Simon Woodcock, Ian Campbell, Sue Howell, Roger Edwards, M. Young, Chris Archer-Locke, John Richards, T. Tattum, M.Gunn.
2. Minutes.
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Sunday, August 3rd, 2008, at St George’s Hall, Liverpool  were accepted as a true record
Matters arising. The new FIDE arbiting system would mean that arbiters would find it hard to move up the classification system.
There had been a training course in Hartlepool from which seven had passed the exam.

Our Website was up and running.

3. Chairman’s Report.
The Chairman’s report is attached.
The chairman was thanked for her report.
4. Treasurer’s Report. 
A copy of the treasurer’s report is attached.  
             The treasurer’s report was accepted proposed 
5. Chief Arbiter’s Report.
Alex McFarlane reported that he had had a busy year with the new laws, pairing rules and the web site. 

             A new exam to take in to account the new laws was still required.

FIDE was tightening up on arbiters with an exam now needed for new arbiters and          classification of existing arbiters. Chess Scotland was to propose to FIDE that they look for a better structure for Arbiters. 
Alex was thanked for his report.
6. There were no reports from the Scottish, Welsh and English delegates.
7. Election of Officers
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have a discussion it was decided that Arbiting Matters was no longer viable because of the lack of contributions, so this would now be taken up by the webmaster who if anyone had articles to publish would put them on our site.
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Richard Jones was appointed auditor. Proposed by Mike Adams, seconded by Chris Majer. It was agreed that for next years AGM a change to the constitution was required to change this title to “Examing Officer”
8. Alex then went through the new law changes (copy attached)

9. The pairing rules had been approved by the ECF, WCU, and the Chess Scotland Arbiters’ committee.

10. Any Other Business

a) Gerry Walsh had spoken to the secretary on Wednesday and informed him that the government was replacing the CRB with ISA. The main differences were that it was up to the applicant to apply for Clearance doing away with the need for different bodies seeking Clearance for the same person. This was to come into effect July 2010.
b) Chris Howell brought up the matter of “new arbiters” applying the letter of the laws too literally to young junior players. Alex agreed to talk to Peter Purland (the EPSCA Chief Arbiter) and come up with some guidelines.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 4.10p.m.

